
S O L U T I O N  B R I E F  

 

RingCube vDesk over Citrix XenDesktop: 
Next Generation Virtual Desktop Infrastructure 

B U S I N E S S  C H A L L E N G E  

Virtual Desktop Infrastructure (VDI) provides customers with an attractive 
server-based computing solution that enables them to centralize desktop 
management in the data center. With VDI, organizations lower desktop 
management costs, increase user productivity and accelerate the 
provisioning of desktops and applications.  

As enterprise customers have tried to implement VDI, they have found 
significant barriers to adoption that have prevented them from realizing 
the benefits of desktop virtualization across the entire enterprise.  

Barriers to VDI Deployments: 

• Cost1

• Mobility 
 

• Personalization of Applications & Settings 

vDesk and Citrix XenDesktop Solution 
By integrating vDesk with Citrix XenDesktop non-persistent pools, 
customers can deploy the less costly non-persistent desktops in 
combination with vDesk to achieve a personalized desktop user 
experience. For users, the integration makes their VDI workspace mobile 
and lets them use their own unique applications, files and settings. For IT 
organizations, the integration dramatically reduces the storage and 
desktop management costs of VDI.2

How does vDesk integrate with Citrix VDI? 

 

The integrated vDesk and Citrix XenDesktop solution starts with a 
standard Citrix XenDesktop implementation that includes the any VM 
Infrastructure, Citrix Desktop Delivery Controller, a non-persistent pool of 
virtual machines, and an Active Directory domain controller. vDesk 
integrates with Citrix XenDesktop by installing a vDesk Client in the non-
persistent pool VM template and connecting the vDesk Server to the 
same Active Directory domain controller for user authentication.  

In addition, vDesk has built-in support that enables IT organizations to 
use Citrix XenApp to package or stream use Citrix XenApp to package or 
stream applications into vDesk workspaces. 

                                                             
1 For more information , see RingCube TCO Calculator and TCO Report 
2 For more information, see RingCube vDesk over VDI: Next Generation Virtual Desktop Infrastructure 

 

 
 
Solutions Overview: 
vDesk integrates with Citrix 
XenDesktop  to reduce the cost of 
deploying VDI and provide 
personalization and mobility to 
virtual desktop users. 
 
Citrix XenDesktop Advantages: 
• High-definition user 

experience 
• Single image management 
• Service level assurance 
• Application management 
• Open architecture 

 
RingCube vDesk Advantages: 
• No second operating system 

to license or manage 
• High-performance  
• 4 flexible deployment options 
• MobileSync provides offline 

synchronization 
 
Flexible Deployment: 
Multiple deployment options 

1. PC – vDesk is stored and run 
locally on the internal hard drive 

2. Drive – vDesk is stored on USB 
drive or other removable media 
and run locally 

3. Network – vDesk is stored on a 
network file share and run locally 

4. VDI– vDesk is stored and run 
centrally but accessed remotely 
using VDI 

 

http://www.ringcube.com/portal/content/products/vdesk/tco/index.jsp�
http://www.ringcube.com/portal/content/products/vdesk/tco_report_req.jsp�
http://www.ringcube.com/portal/content/files/solutionbriefs/sb_vdi_vdesk.pdf�
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How does it work? 

 When users log into vDesk with Citrix 
XenDesktop, they are connected via a remote 
desktop protocol to the non-persistent pool and 
randomly assigned an available virtual machine 
from the pool. The Citrix XenDesktop Manager 
will automatically log them into the Microsoft 
Windows operating system of the virtual machine 
and vDesk will automatically log them into their 
vDesk workspace, which is run over the network 
from the File Server or NAS. A flash screen will 
appear for a few seconds with progress indicators 
letting the users know that their vDesk workspace 
is being loaded. Then, the users will see their 
familiar Microsoft Windows desktop environment. 
Users can customize their vDesk workspace as 
they would a standard PC by installing 
applications, changing settings (wallpaper, plug-
ins, VPN).  

How do users go mobile? 
 vDesk MobileSync enables users to synchronize 
their vDesk workspace between their VDI 

workspace, a PC and a portable drive to work 
offline. For example, users can access their vDesk 
workspace through VDI while in the office and 
check out their vDesk workspace to a laptop or 
portable drive for a business trip or to work at 
home. When they come back to the office, they 
are prompted automatically to check in and 
synchronize their vDesk workspace to the 
network. Once checked in, users can access their 
vDesk workspace through VDI and have all the 
changes that were made offline reflected in their 
online vDesk workspace. 
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