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vDesk over the network offers a centralized virtual 
desktop alternative to VDI that delivers the 
operational cost reductions, productivity, 
provisioning and manageability benefits of VDI 
without the upfront server capital costs and long 
deployment times. With vDesk over the network, IT 
organizations can achieve the centralization and 
management they desire while using the 
computing power of the existing PCs, eliminating 
the need to purchase additional hardware.  

Where should I deploy vDesk over the 
Network? 

vDesk over the network is designed for use on 
computers that have a reliable and low latency 
connection to a local LAN. Therefore, the 
recommended usage of vDesk over the network is 
as a primary access method for task workers or 
campus workers connected to the local LAN with a 
wired connection from a desktop PC. For a campus 
and/or mobile workers with laptops that use 

1For more information, see TCO Benefits of Desktop Virtualization and RingCube TCO Calculator 
2For more information, see RingCube vDesk Performance Details 
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wireless, the recommended deployment mode is 
vDesk on a PC or Drive with MobileSync enabled.   

Ideal Users: Task Workers and Campus 
Workers 

By using vDesk over the network for task workers 
and campus workers, IT organizations can lower 
desktop management costs, increase worker 
productivity, enable mobility and reduce user down 
time without a massive server infrastructure 
investment. By virtualizing and centralizing user 
workspaces including user data, applications and 
personal settings, users can access their desktop 
from any PC on the LAN, always have the latest 
corporate applications, eliminate downtime due to 
hardware failure and provide rapid 
recovery/revocation. Unlike VDI, users also maintain 
the same personalized user experience as their 
existing PCs, their own applications and the same 
performance. For workers who are not issued a 
laptop, vDesk enables them to increase their 
productivity by checking-out an encrypted vDesk 
workspace to a portable drive, enabling them to 
work from their PC at home if allowed by corporate 
policy.   

Business Continuity and Disaster Recovery 

vDesk over the network automatically backs up 
every workspace to a network file share providing 
rapid backup and a “hot standby” desktop for 
disaster recovery. If a user’s laptop or portable drive 
is lost or fails, the user can check out their vDesk 
workspace from the network to a new laptop or 
portable drive and be up and running in minutes 
with their latest applications, data and personal 
settings without the help of their IT organization. In 
the case of a disaster, users can easily move their 
workspaces between PCs, portable drives and the 
network to get back up and running from a 
secondary location, whether it is at home or a 
temporary office.   

How does vDesk over the network 
work? 

user’s virtual workspace including  user data, 
applications and personal settings from the 
operating system and placing it into a virtual hard 
drive container that is stored on a network file 
server or NAS appliance. When the vDesk 
workspace runs on a PC, the files and data required 
to execute the workspace are streamed to the 
desktop on-demand from the network.  

To deploy vDesk over the network, administrators 
install the vDesk Administration Server, connect it 
to an active directory domain and configure a 
storage location on a network file server. Then, 
administrators create virtual workspace masters for 
different types of users, much as they would for 
“gold images” for physical PCs. Once an 
administrator has assigned a workspace to a user or 
group, workspaces are automatically pre-
provisioned to the designated network file server 
by the vDesk Administration Server.  

User can access their vDesk workspace for the first 
time by going to the vDesk client portal website, 
authenticating using their Active Directory 
credentials and selecting their workspace to access. 
When the user logs into their vDesk workspace, 
they see the familiar windows desktop with 
corporate applications and data pre-installed. After 
the initial login to the vDesk Client Portal, an on-
demand vDesk Client and desktop icon is 
automatically installed on the user’s PC to access 
their vDesk workspace, synchronize data, provision 
updates and give users the option to check-
in/check-out their workspace to a PC or portable 
drive. 

 When an administrator provisions an update to 
install a new application, updated an existing 
application or change a configuration, all updates 
are automatically deployed to the designated 
workspaces on the network file share. The next time 
that the user logs in, they will be using the latest 
version of the corporate applications and 
configurations without having to wait for updates 
to be installed, scripts to run or rebooting.

vDesk over the network works by separating the  
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Conclusion 
As one of the four vDesk deployment options, 
vDesk over the network gives customers the option 
to implement a Virtual Desktop NAS that streams 
virtual desktops from any CIFS-based NAS or file 
server. For task workers and campus workers, vDesk 
over the network offers a more cost-effective 
alternative to traditional VDI by using the 
computing power of existing PCs, eliminating the 
need to purchase new hardware both on the client 
and server side. By virtualizing and centralizing user 
workspaces including user data, applications and 
personal settings, users can access their desktop 
from any PC on the LAN, always have the latest 
corporate applications, eliminate downtime due to 
hardware failure and provide rapid 
recovery/revocation. Organizations that are looking 
to take advantage of the benefits of centralized 
desktop virtualization but are reluctant to spend 
over $2 million USD on upfront capital costs that 
includes $750 thousand USD on estimated server 
costs with traditional VDI, can deploy vDesk over 
the network in less than 1 week for less than $20 
thousand USD in estimated server costs to support 
up to a 2,500 user deployment. 

About RingCube 
RingCube is the leading provider of the managed 
virtual workspace. The company’s innovative 
virtualization software platform, vDesk, enables 
enterprise users to securely access their complete 
desktop computing experience from any Windows 
PC anywhere in the world. With vDesk, 
organizations can increase user productivity, lower 
desktop management and support costs, and 
eliminate the performance and resource overhead 
commonly found with legacy virtualization 
approaches. 
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